
PARKING and TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

CONFERENCE ROOM A 
CITY HALL, MUNICIPAL COMPLEX, 1 JUNKINS AVENUE 

Members of the public also have the option to join the meeting over Zoom 
(See below for more details)* 

8:00 AM  November 16, 2021 

AGENDA 

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ATTENDANCE

III. FINANCIAL REPORT

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT (15 MINUTES)
This is the time for all comments on any of the agenda items or non-agenda items.

V. SITE VISITS
South Street @ Broad Street – Proposed RRFB.

VI. NEW BUSINESS
(No public comment during Committee discussion without Committee approval.)

A. Request for traffic calming measures on Harding Road.  Staff presentation of speed data.

B. Discussion of a default 25mph speed limit on all streets throughout Portsmouth.
Presentation by Staff Engineer.

C. Request for RRFB at crosswalk located at South Street and Broad Street.  (Site Walk Item)

D. Conversion of Three (3) open parking spaces on Market Street at Russell from Zone B.
Sample Motion: Draft Ordinance Change to Chapter 7 to Convert to Zone B

VII. OLD BUSINESS

A. Request to Review Raynes/Vaughan as One Way.  Staff working to introduce concept to
abutters.



Parking and Traffic Safety Committee Meeting, October 7th, 2021 

B. Discussion of Sharing Loading Zones as Parking Inventory at Designated Times.  Staff
working to introduce concept to local businesses through EDC.  Sample Motion: Move to
Approve and Refer to Council for First Reading.

C. Middle Street/Middle Road Traffic Calming

D. Request for speed assessment at Aldrich and Boss.  Staff presentation of speed data.

VIII. INFORMATIONAL

A. Monthly Accident Report from PD
B. Bike and Vehicular Traffic Volume Data
C. NPP Mid-Pilot Report Back
D. Report Back on Intersection of Borthwick and Route 1
E. Status of the Fleet Street Area Reconstruction Project
F. Discussion on Whether to Hold December PTS Currently Scheduled for 12.2.21

IX. MISCELLANEOUS
A. Additional letter from Tom Morgan regarding Maplewood and Market.

X. ADJOURNMENT

*Members of the public also have the option to join the meeting over Zoom, a unique meeting ID and password
will be provided once you register. To register, click on the link below or copy and paste this into your web
browser: https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oBYZTg4WSgGfK7_CCr6vLQ

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_oBYZTg4WSgGfK7_CCr6vLQ


City of Portsmouth

Parking Related Revenues Unaudited

Percentage of Fiscal Year Complete Preliminary
33.33% Totals Thru

October 31, 2021

Total Budgeted % of Budget

FY 22

Parking Meter Fees 1,339,602.48 2,783,750.00 48%
Meter Space Rental 40,795.00 150,000.00 27%
Meter In Vehicle 20,080.00 50,000.00 40%
EV Charging Stations 2,581.26 5,500.00 47%
High Hanover Transient 1,058,055.60 2,456,500.00 43%
High HanoverPasses 425,285.09 1,377,900.00 31%
Foundry Place Transient 123,053.44 207,650.00 59%
Foundry Place Passes 113,585.55 333,600.00 34%
Parking Sign Permit 0.00 0.00
HH Pass Reinstatement 475.97 500.00 95%
Foundry Pass Reinstatement 600.01 500.00 0%
Parking Violations 284,894.75 600,000.00 47%
Immobilization Administration Fee 964.00 5,000.00 19%
Summons Admin Fee 0.00 0.00

Total FY 22 3,409,973.15              7,970,900.00          43%

BUDGETED
5,558,595               70% Transfer to Parking Fund
2,412,305               30% Funds Remaining  in Gen Fund

III.
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October 7, 2021 

Parking & Traffic Safety Committee 
City Hall 
Portsmouth, NH 

RE: New Bicycle Lanes Along Maplewood and Market 

Committee Members: 

I sent a letter to the City Council on August 17 regarding the above referenced bicycle lanes. 
The Council then voted to refer this matter to your committee for a report back. I discovered 
this morning that my August 17 letter to the Council was not transmitted to your committee. 
My August 17 letter included two photographs that would have been useful in helping your 
committee to understand the safety hazards. 

What follows, is a more succinct version of the August 17 letter. Notably, this one includes the 
aforementioned photographs that you have not had an opportunity to examine. 

The bicycle lanes alongside 111 Maplewood (the former Portsmouth Herald building) are 
hazardous for bicyclists. To illustrate the problem, the photo below shows a Subaru Forrester 
with its door extended 4.25’ into the new 6’ wide bicycle lane. That leaves a bicyclist with little 
maneuvering room to avoid the door. The bicyclists’ safest alternative would be to ride in the 
motor vehicle travel lane, an option that would likely frustrate and anger those motorists who 
do not perceive the danger posed by the bicycle lane’s proximity to parked vehicles. 

X. A



The new bike lanes on Market Street are problematic as well. The photo below shows a 3.5’ 
wide bicycle lane sandwiched between a 10.5’ wide travel lane and an 8.75’ wide turning lane. 
The posted speed limit is 25 mph, however the design speed is quite a bit higher, as evidenced 
by the expanse of obstruction-free pavement.  

The designers inserted three lanes into a space that formerly accommodated two lanes. The 
result is that all three lanes are too narrow. 

Painted stripes on the roadway provide the bicyclist with no protection from a motorist who is 
impaired or momentarily distracted.  

The stripes that separate the lanes are dashed, not solid. This allows an indecisive tourist to 
abruptly cross from one travel lane to the other. Such a maneuver would be reckless, but 
perfectly legal because your planners specified dashed lines instead of solid lines.  

The vertical granite curbs on the right prevent bicyclists from seeking safe passage along the 
side of Market St. Prior to this purported improvement, bicyclists could avoid danger by riding 
along the periphery. Alas, now they are sandwiched between two motor vehicle travel lanes. 

As you may be aware, nationwide studies have shown that when a motor vehicle traveling at  
20 mph collides with a bicyclist, the latter has a 90% chance of surviving. At 30 mph, the odds 
are down to 50%, and at 40 mph they are 10%. 



In NH and in Maine and in 33 other states, motorists are required by law to maintain a 3-foot 
buffer from bicyclists (NH RSA 265:143-a). How does a motorist in Market Street’s 8.75’ turning 
lane honor the 3-foot buffer? The only way to comply would be to reduce one’s speed to match 
that of the bicyclist. In the real world, that is simply not going to happen where the posted 
speed limit is 25 mph.  

The bicycle lane designs cited above are at odds with City Council Policy #2013-1, Complete 
Streets. The term was defined by the Council in 2013 as follows:  

“Complete Streets” means streets that are designed and operated to enable safe 
access for all users, so that pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and public 
transportation users of all ages and abilities are able to safely move along and 
across a street.  

“Safe” and “safely” are the operative words here, as are “all ages and abilities” Would you 
permit your young child or grandchild to ride a bicycle in the new 3.5’ sandwich lane? Of course 
not.  

Cities around the world are persuading their citizens to rely less on motor vehicles and more on 
bicycles. This transformative change is made possible by new bicycle infrastructure that is not 
just safe, but importantly, perceived to be safe.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Tom Morgan 
39 Richards Avenue 

cc: Seacoast Area Bicycle Riders 
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