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Who is Testing for Pease?
Testing for Pease is a community action
group, whose mission is to be a reliable
resource for education and communication
while advocating for a long-term health
plan on behalf of those impacted by the
PFAS water contamination at the former
Pease Air Force Base in Portsmouth, NH
From left to right: Alayna, Andrea & Michelle

Pease Non Target Analysis Project
Community Concerns:

•
•
•

PFAS is a class of > 9000 chemicals.
Drinking water at Pease only tested for ~ 23 PFAS.
GAC filters not effective for all PFAS (ie some PFAS breakthrough GAC).

Community Questions:

•

What other PFAS are in the Pease drinking water that are not being tested
for?

•

How effective are the current GAC filters for all PFAS that can be detected?

Community Action:

•

Obtained a local grant through the Seacoast Women’s Giving Circle and
performed a Non Target Analysis Project on the Pease drinking water
samples

Pease Non Target Analysis Project
Community Action (continued):

•
•

Assembled a team of scientists to establish a plan.
Coordinated with city DPW staff and scientific team to gather and
analyze samples.

•

Gathered 21 drinking water samples pre and post GAC filtration at
Pease between October 2018 – July 2019.

Results:

•

Pease drinking water non target analysis results:
2 target PFAS that were not previously monitored
5 ‘non-target’ PFAS observed in untreated water.

•

One ‘non-target’ PFAS was observed in one “25%” lead GAC vessel
sample.

•

No PFAS detected in the finished drinking water.

Portsmouth PFAS Tap Sampling Program
Community Concerns:

•
•

Known low levels of PFAS in the municipal drinking water
sources in the city of Portsmouth
Some Portsmouth residents already highly exposed at Pease

Community Questions:

•
•

How much PFAS are in the tap water in various areas in the City
of Portsmouth?
Are the low levels of PFAS violating the NH state MCLs for
PFAS?

Community Action:

•
•

Obtained private donation and grant through the National PFAS
Contamination Coalition.
Met with City of Portsmouth DPW staff to review project, select 4
tap locations to sample, and coordinate sampling dates &
collection.

Portsmouth PFAS Tap Sampling Program
Community Action (continued):

•

Plan for 4 taps to be sampled 4 different times (total of
16 samples) from 2019-2020.

•

Tap samples collected Oct 2019, Jan 2020, & July
2020

•

Sampling planned for April 2020 was cancelled due to
Covid-19 pandemic

•

Planning for last round of tap sample collection April
2021 to complete the project

Sampling Locations:

•
•
•
•

Portsmouth Public Library
Dondero Elementary School
Private residence on Banfield Road
Spinnaker Point Recreation Center

Portsmouth PFAS Tap Sampling Program

Portsmouth PFAS Tap Sampling Program

•
•
•
•

Banfield Combined PFAS Totals:

Library Combined PFAS Totals:

Oct 2019 = ~15.2 ppt

Oct 2019 = ~7.47 ppt

Jan 2020 = ~12.37 ppt

Jan 2020 = ~8.06 ppt

Jul 2020 = ~14.45 ppt

Jul 2020 = ~6.24 ppt

Dondero Combined PFAS Totals:

Spinnaker Combined PFAS Totals:

Oct 2019 = ~15.44 ppt

Oct 2019 = ~7.59 ppt

Jan 2020 = ~12.14 ppt

Jan 2020 = ~3.72 ppt

Jul 2020 = ~12.48 ppt

Jul 2020 = ~4.88 ppt

9 PFAS detected in the city tap samples (not all 9 present in every sample).
Levels are low and do not exceed State of NH PFAS MCLs.
Banfield Rd & Dondero school had higher combined totals than the Library & Spinnaker.
Per city DPW staff, the PFAS tap levels are expected when considering the PFAS levels
detected in the city water sources.

Thank you!!!

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens
can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”
~ Margaret Mead

For more information, please visit:

www.testingforpease.com
facebook.com/TestingforPease

