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)Ô ÉÓ ÍÙ ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÉÚÅÎÓ ÏÆ 0ÏÒÔÓÍÏÕÔÈȟ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ 
Popular Financial Annual Report (PAFR).  This document is an extension 
(not a replacement) to the fiscal year end June 30, 2016 Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report (CAFR).  The PAFR is carefully prepared to include 
easy to understand financial information, city accomplishments, accolades, 
economic indicators, and operational data that may be most informative to 
you as a city resident.  It also provides website and contact information to 
keep you connected.  It is my sincerest wish to bridge the gap of financial 
information between the city and residents to be more informed and 
confident about what is happening in your city government and where your 
tax dollars are being spent.  

Letter from the City Manager ...

In 2016 the City of Portsmouth continued its efforts in Citizens outreach, education and transparency in our City 
Government by:
Å Increasing the number of meetings being made available to watch on Youtube(both live and after the fact) as well 

as archival meetings being posted online,
Å Increasing citizen input opportunities within the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) process, empowering citizens to 

have an active role in the long term City infrastructure improvements, and 
Å)ÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÉÎÇ Á ÎÅ× ÁÐÐȟ Ȱ#ÌÉÃË Îȭ &ÉØȱȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÔÏÏÌ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÁÌ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ 

location, utilizing photos and video.  The app also lists current reported issues and allows other app users to 
comment, flag or follow an issue.  

In Fiscal Year 2016, the City has been able to remain fiscally resilient despite the cumulationof State activity over the 
last several years - the elimination of shared revenues, state aid grants and retirement contributions, along with 
limited return from the Meals and Rooms taxÒÅÓÕÌÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÖÅÒ ΓΩΫ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÌÏÓÔ ÓÉÎÃÅ ΨΦΦΦȢ !Ó Á ÒÅÓÕÌÔȟ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 
Legislative Subcommittee and City officials continue to work with delegates in an attempt to create enabling 
legislation to allow for added local revenue resources to help offset the overreliance on city property taxes .

As you will see from the financial highlight section of this document, despite the downshifting costs from the State 
ÁÎÄ ÉÎÆÌÁÔÉÏÎÁÒÙ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÃÌÏÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÓÃÁÌ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÆÕÎÄ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ Á Ȱ!!!ȱ 
ÂÏÎÄ ÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ Ǫ 0ÏÏÒȭÓ ÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÇÅÎÃÙȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÁÂÌÅ ÄÕÅ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÌÏÎÇ-term financial 
policies and stabilization funds implemented in past years to control costs and keep the tax rate stable, avoiding large 
spikes in any given year while still providing the high level of services that citizens want and deserve.  

In May of 2016, the New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration (NH DRA) finalized and released 
equalized values for Tax Year 2015 (Fiscal Year 2016) resulting in Portsmouth having the lowest equalized tax rate 
ÁÍÏÎÇ .Å× (ÁÍÐÓÈÉÒÅȭÓ ΧΩ #ÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÎËÉÎÇ ΥΩί ÁÓ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÏ×ÅÓÔ ÅÑÕÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÔÁØ ÒÁÔÅ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ΨΩΪ ÔÁØÁÂÌÅ 
communities. 

Portsmouth continues to enjoy a stable economic climate crediting the diverse collection of businesses within the City 
limits, creating a major hub for both employment and tourism. In ΨΦΧά 0ÏÒÔÓÍÏÕÔÈȭÓ ÕÎÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÒÁÔÅ ÆÅÌÌ ÔÏ 1.9% , 
which was 3% below the National average.

There is more to come in Fiscal Year 2017.  I remain optimistic about the state of our City and believe Portsmouth will 
remain well poised for further economic growth.  On behalf of the City Staff, we thank you for your continued 
involvement and look forward to working together in the future.    

Sincerely,
John P. Bohenko
City Manager

A Letter from the City Manager 



Portsmouth City Council

M. Chris Dwyer Brad LownJames  Splaine, Assistant Mayor

Joshua Cyr

Jack  Blalock, Mayor

Rebecca Perkins

Nancy Pearson Eric Spear Joshua Denton

Board of Education
Steve Zadravec, Superintendent

Leslie Stevens, Chairperson

Roseann Vozella Clark, Vice Chairperson

Ann M Walker 

Nancy Novelline-Clayburgh

Gary Epler

Helene ñLennieò Mullaney

Patrick Ellis 

Thomas P Martin

Jeffrey Landry

Portsmouth Elected Officials

Fire Commission
Chief Steven Achilles

Jennifer Mosher-Matthes, Chairperson

Richard Gamester

Michael Hughes

The City Council is the governing body of the City of Portsmouth and as such is the policy-making entity of the City, except where otherwise 
expressed in the City Charter. The City Council consists of nine (9) councilors elected at large for terms of two (2) years. The candidate for City 
Council who receives the largest number of votes at any election becomes Mayor. The City Councilor who receives the next largestnumber of votes 
becomes Assistant Mayor. A candidate for City Council must be a duly qualified voter and resident of Portsmouth for at least two years 
immediately prior to election.

The public are invited to attend and encouraged to participate in City Council meetings. The meetings are also televised on the Portsmouth 
Municipal Government Cable Channel ΨΨ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÓÔÒÅÁÍÅÄ ÌÉÖÅ ÏÎ 0ÏÒÔÓÍÏÕÔÈȭÓ #ÉÔÙ 9ÏÕ4ÕÂÅ #ÈÁÎÎÅÌȢ #ÉÔÙ Council meetings are held in the City 
Council Chambers, Municipal Complex, One JunkinsAvenue, Portsmouth, NH 03801. For information, call the City Clerk 603- 610 ɀ7207.

Police Commission
Chief David Mara

Brenna Cavanaugh, Chairperson

Joseph Onosko

Joseph Plaia
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Principal Executive Officers
John P. Bohenko, City Manager

Nancy Colbert Puff, Deputy City Manager

David Moore, Assistant City Manager
Robert Sullivan, City Attorney

Judith Belanger, Director of Finance and Administration
Andrew Purgiel, Deputy Finance Director

Peter Rice, Director of Public Works and Facilities
Brian Goetz, Deputy Public Works Director

Kelli Barnaby, City Clerk
Dianna Fogarty, Human Resources Director

Becky Benvenuti, Tax Collector

RosannMaurice-Lentz, City Assessor
Melvin Wilson Jr., Recreation Director

Steven Butzel, Library Director
Robert Marsilia, Chief Building Inspector

Kimberly  McNamara, Public Health Director
Frederick Taintor, Planning Director
Ellen Tully, Welfare Administrator

Emergency 

Management



FY16 City Accolades

As in the past, Portsmouth has been the fortunate 
beneficiary of several positive articles and received 
several recognitions and accolades in a variety of 
media.  A list of representative examples of this 
recognition follows:

Å Portsmouth included in USAToday.com article on 
best small town Christmas celebrations: 
December 2015

Å National online syndicated column the 
examiner.com includes Portsmouth in best family 
holiday places December 2015

Å Travel and Leisure.com lists Portsmouth as one of 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ΨΦ 4ÏÐ (ÏÌÉÄÁÙ 4Ï×ÎÓȡ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ 
2015; Portsmouth highlighted in 
YankeeMagazine.com as great fall get away: 
November 2015

Å Huffingtonpost.com lists Portsmouth as one of 
four potential heirs to Portlandia, November 2015; 

Å Portsmouth included on BUZZfeed.com list of 
Nine US Cities to visit; October 2015 

Å Portsmouth included in article, 19 Best things To 
Do in Portsmouth, on NH Vacationidea.com 
website, October 12, 2015: 

Å Portsmouth hailed for its architecture and new 
African Burying Ground, August 2015 

Å Portsmouth praised as dog-ÆÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ ÃÉÔÙ ÉÎ ȰΧΩ-
reasons-your-dog-wants-you-to-vacation-in-
0ÏÒÔÓÍÏÕÔÈȟȱ *ÕÌÙ ΨΦΧΫ 

FY 2016 City Media Accolades

In June, the League of American 
Bicyclists recognized the City of 
Portsmouth with a Bronze Level Bicycle 
Friendly Community (BFC) award. The 
Bronze Level BFC award recognizes 
0ÏÒÔÓÍÏÕÔÈȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÉÎÇ 
conditions for bicycling through 
investment in bicycling promotion, 
education programs, infrastructure and 
pro-bicycling policies. Achieving Ȱ"ÉÃÙÃÌÅ 
&ÒÉÅÎÄÌÙ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȱ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÔÅÍÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, which was 
adopted in 2014. 

FY16 marked the sixteenth year that the 
City has been recognized as a Tree City 
USA Community for its investment and 
strong commitment to street trees as 
well as for the use of native species in 
public parks and public rights-of-way. 
4ÈÉÓ ÒÅÃÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÓ ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 
commitment to, and investment in, 
urban tree planting. It also acknowledges 
ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ 0ÏÒÔÓÍÏÕÔÈȭÓ 4ÒÅÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
Greenery Committee in implementing 
ÔÈÅ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 4ÒÅÅ /ÒÄÉÎÁÎÃÅȢ 

The City of Portsmouth received the 
New Hampshire Department of 
%ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȭ ΨΦΧΫ Ȱ3ÏÕÒÃÅ 
7ÁÔÅÒ 3ÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȱ Á×ÁÒÄ 
recognizing the following conservation 
and efficiency efforts: Customer 
Rebate Program, New Water Metering 
System, Conservation Kits and Rain 
Barrel Sale, and Promoting a 
Sustainable Community. 


