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Aletter from the City Manager
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Popular Financial Annual Report (PAFRhis document is aextension

(not a replacemeritto the fiscal year end June 30, 2016 Comprehensive
Annual FinanciaReport (CAFR). The PAFR is carefully prepared to incluc
easy to understand financial information, city accomplishments, accolade
economic indicators, and operational data that may be most informative t
you as a city resident. It also provides website and contact information tc
keep you connected. Itis my sincerest wish to bridge the gap of financia
information between the city and residents to be more informed and
confident about what is happening in your city government and where yor
tax dollars are being spent. @

In 2016 the City of Portsmouth continued its efforts in Citizens outreach, education and transparency in our City

Government by:

A Increasing the numbenf meetings being made available to watch ¥outube(both live and after the fact) as well
as archival meetings being postextline,

A Increasing citizeiinput opportunities within theCapitallmprovementPlan (CIPprocess, empoweringitizensto
have an active role ithe longterm City infrastructurémprovements, and
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location, utilizing photos and video. The app also lists current reported issues and allows other app users to
comment, flag or follow an issue.

In Fiscal Year 2016, ti@&ty has been able to remain fiscalgsilient despite thecumulationof State activity over the

last several yearsthe elimination of shared revenues, state aid grants and retirenanttributions along with

limited return from theMealsand RoomgaxOA O O1 OAA ET 1 OAO rQvy 1 EITEIT 1160
Legislative Subcommittee and City officials continue to work with delegates in an attempt to create enabling
legislation to allow for added local revenue resources to help offset the overreliance on city property taxes .

As you will see from the financial hlghllght section of this document, desplte the downshlftlng costs from the State
AT A ET £l ACGET T AOU ET AOAAOAOh OEA AEOU Al T OAA OEA EEC
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policies and stabilization funds implemented in past yearsdatrol costsandkeepthe tax ratestable, avoiding large
spikes in any given year while still providing the high level of services that citizens want and deserve.

In May of 2016, the New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration (NH DRA) finalized and released
equalized values for Tax Year 2015 (Fiscal Year 2016) resulting in Portsmouth having the lowest equalized tax rate
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communities.

Portsmouth continuego enjoy a stable economic climateediting thediverse colleqtion of bgsiAnesses Witrlir] the City
limits, creating a major hub for both employment ataurism. InW®Xa 07T OO0 | OOES O O1.Rd, bl
which was 3%elow theNational average.

Thereis more to come in Fiscal Ye2017. | remain optimistic about the state of our City and believe Portsmouth will
remain well poised for further economic growth. ®ahalf of the City Staff, we thank you for your continued
involvement and look forward to working together in the future.

Sincerely,
John P. Bohenko

City Manager



Portsmouth Elected Officials

Portsmouth City Council

Rebecca Perkins M. Chris Wyr Brad Lown

Nancy Pearson

Eric Spear Joshua Cyr Joshua Denton

The City Council is the governing body of the City of Portsmouth and as such is thempalkayg entity of the City, except whie otherwise
expressed in the City Charter. The City Council consists of nine (9) councilors elected at large for terms ofearms.(Zheandidate for City
Council who receives the largest number of votes at any election becomes Mayor. The City Councilor who receives thesiaxinalogr of votes
becomes Assistant Mayor. A candidate for City Council must be a duly qualified voter and resident of Portsmouth fohablgaats
immediately prior toelection.

Thepublic are invited to attend and encoura}ggd to pgrtjcipate ’inACi‘ty Cpqncil mee}ings. The meptings are alsq t’elevi§ega‘rtsm’eth o
Municipal Government Cable Chantgl? AT A AOA OOOAAT AA 1T EOA 11 0C«CotnbilbredtittOdrethéld irt thReGTiby
Council Chambers, Municipal Complex, QhumkinsAvenue, Portsmouth, NH 03801. For information, call @igy Clerk 603610z 7207

Board of Education
Steve Zadravec, Superintendent
0 . . Leslie Stevens, Chairperson 3 3 3
POIlce Comm|SS|Q<Qeann Vozella Clark, Vice Chairperson Flre CommISS|0n
Chief David Mara Ann M Walker Chief Steven Achilles
Brenna Cavanaugh, Chairperson Nancy Novelline-Clayburgh Jennifer Mosher-Matthes, Chairperson
Joseph Onosko Gary Epler Richard Gamester
Joseph Plaia Helene fi L e n Niillanéy Michael Hughes
Patrick Ellis

Thomas P Martin
Jeffrey Landry
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FY16 City Accolades

In June, the League of American

QNELEAGUE g Bicyclists recognized the City of

Y, Portsmouth with a Bronze Level Bicycle
Friendly Community (BF@ward.The
Bronze Level BFC award recognizes
01T OO0O0I 1T OOEBO AlTiiEC
conditions for bicycling through
investment in bicycling promotion,
education programs, infrastructure and
pro-bicycling policiesAchievingd" E A U,
&OEAT AT U #7111 01 EOQUSG
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Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, which was
adopted in 2014.
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The City of Portsmouth received the
New Hampshire Department of
%l OEOI T1 AT OA1T 3AO0OE

recognizing the following conservation
and efficiency effortsCustomer
Rebate Program, New Water Metering
System, Conservation Kits and Rain
Barrel Sale, and Promoting a
Sustainable Community.

FY16 marked the sixteenth year that the
City has been recognized as a Tree City
USA Community for its investment and
strong commitment to street trees as
well as for the use of native species in
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" commitment to, and investment in,
TREE CITY USA

urban tree planting. It also acknowledges
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Greenery Committee in implementing
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