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• Phasing construction to maintain instruction. 

• Impact of state reimbursement … maximum size 
school per NH-DOE at 101K SF with a 
reimbursement rate of 30% with additional 3% for 
high performance school. 

• Meeting state space standards for all programs 
will exceed maximum size school. 

• Building footprint reduced minimally with reduced 
student population. 
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• District court was not considered in the RFP or 
master planning. 

• Schematic design documents will include an 
artist rendering of design proposal. 

• Historically sensitive design preferred unique to 
Portsmouth. 

• Multi-purpose field to expand field use. 

• “Up” design too massive; fire safety 
considerations an issue. 
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• Review parking studies completed in conjunction 
with library project. 

• Use of auditorium a concern. 

• Design schemes seem too extreme; is there a 
more compact scheme? 

• Sustainable design considers daylighting access. 

• Library/Media Center included in building 
program. 

• Move Commons area closer to South Mill Pond. 



  Portsmouth Middle School 
  Phase 1 Schematic Design 
  Public Comments 
  Community Workshop 2A 
  June 9, 2008 
  Page 4 of 5 
 

• Reorient parking along Parrott Avenue to 
maximize parking. 

• Tennis/basketball courts heavy use by 
community. 

• Viability of proposed field revisions to meet 
needs of community to be reviewed. 

• LEED Certification/Green Building design 
considerations … state standard for sustainable 
design/high performance school is NE-CHIPS. 
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• Proposed relocation of parent drop-off and bus 
drop-off an improvement. 

• With the exception of St. Patrick’s use, 
community fields underutilized during the day. 

 


