
Reluctant Young Adult Readers 
 
 
The Unspoken 
by Thomas Fahy 
 

Six teens are drawn back to the small, North Carolina town where they once lived and, one by one, begin to die of their 
worst fears, as prophesied by the cult leader they killed five years earlier, and who they believe poisoned their parents. 
 
Right Behind You 
by Gail Giles 
 

After spending over four years in a mental institution for murdering a friend in Alaska, fourteen-year-old Kip begins a 
completely new life in Indiana with his father and stepmother under a different name, but not only has trouble fitting in, 
he finds there are still problems to deal with from his childhood. 
 
Identical 
by Ellen Hopkins 
 

Sixteen-year-old identical twin daughters of a district court judge and a candidate for the United States House of 
Representatives, Kaeleigh and Raeanne Gardella desperately struggle with secrets that have already torn them and their 
family apart. 
 
The Compound 
by S.A. Bodeen 
 

Eli and his family have lived in the Compound for six years. The world they knew is gone. Eli's father built the Compound 
to keep them safe. Now, they can't get out. He won't let them. Dad asked me if I wanted to see more of the Compound. I 
didn't. We would have to wait fifteen years before it would be safe to go outside. Which left more than enough time to 
see the rest of the Compound. Our new world. A world I would soon hate. 
 
 
 



Hunger Games 
by Suzanne Collins 
 

In a future North America, where the rulers of Panem maintain control through an annual televised survival competition 
pitting young people from each of the twelve districts against one another, sixteen-year-old Katniss's skills are put to 
the test when she voluntarily takes her younger sister's place. 
 
Wake 
by Lisa McMann 
Ever since she was eight years old, high school student Janie Hannagan has been uncontrollably drawn into other people's 
dreams, but it is not until she befriends an elderly nursing home patient and becomes involved with an enigmatic fellow-
student that she discovers her true power. 
 
Frostbite 
by Richelle Mead 
 

While on a school skiing trip, guardian-in-training Rose faces everything from misunderstandings between friends to 
fights among factions of Moroi as reports of horrific Strigoi attacks raise tensions, ultimately leading Rose and some of 
those closest to her into a battle that teaches her much about life, death, and love. 
 
Sucks to Be Me:The All-true Confessions of Mina Hamilton, Teen Vampire 
by Kimberly Pauley 
 

When sixteen-year-old Mina is forced to take a class to help her decide whether or not to become a vampire like her 
parents, she also faces a choice between her life-long best friend and the boy she has a crush on versus new friends and 
possible boyfriends in her mandatory "vampire lessons." 
 
Black Box 
by Julie Schumacher 
 

When her sixteen-year-old sister is hospitalized for depression and her parents want to keep it a secret, fourteen-year-
old Elena tries to cope with her own anxiety and feelings of guilt that she is determined to conceal from outsiders. 
 



Project 17 
by Laurie Faria Stolarz 
 

When six high school students sneak into an abandoned mental institution to make a film about their night there, they do 
not expect the inexplicable and terrifying events that keep occurring within the crumbling, maze-like building, causing 
them to question themselves and, ultimately, to make different choices about the course of their lives. 
 
Scat 
by Carl Hiaasen 
 
Nick and his friend Marta decide to investigate when a mysterious fire starts near a Florida wildlife preserve and an 
unpopular teacher goes missing.   
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